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UN10 MY FEET, AND A LIGHT UNTO

“THY WORD IS A LAMP MY PATH.”
VOLUME ILX PRINTED AT STAN BERRY, MISSOURI, U. S. A. NUMBEI

History of The ““Church of God”.

We all fully realize that God has always had a
people living on the earth,and these special people
were always keeping the commandments of God.
In Revelations 12th chapter, a woman is usad as a

symbol of the true church against whom the dra-
gon beast made war,and of whom it is said that
God carried her away into the wilderness, where
He fed her for a thousand two hundred and sixty
days, or 1260 years. Those acquainted with proph-
ecy understand that this spanned the period bet-
ween 538 and 1798. The name of this woman or
church was “The Church of God” when ghe was
carried away into the wilderness, and it is evident
that she held to the name during the 1260 years;
yes, and on to the very ;end, for when Jesus re-
turns, His people, as a chaste virgin, are to be pre-
sented to the Lord. 2 Cor. 11: 2. She will not
hzve had union with the world, or things worldly,
but remains in her virgin purity, to be espbused to
Jesus the Bridegroom when He comes.

When the Lord declared the name of the church
to be the name Church of God twelves times in the
New Testament, and also promised that He would
protect His church 1260 years in the wilderness,

_bringing us down to 1798 we may quite naturally

expect to find something even in secular : history
vindicative of this divine promise to identify the
people of God. We are not disappointed in mak-
ing this research, for many authentic histories
speak of those very pious christian people known
from the viewpoint of the world as Waldenses,
THugonots, etc., and we learn from various sources
that they were observing the seventh day Sabbath,
and baptizing by immersion, as well as holding to
other points of faith in common with the Church
of God today, there being much history of the
deepest interest connected with their sojourn for
1260 years in the wilderness, in the caves, and dens

of the earth,and the name “Waldenses” having
its origin from “Valley-dwellers”. Although F
Waldo, at one time became a noted man ‘an
them as a leader, their name, however, of “Wal

ses” seemed to have antedated that of his life.
It has been stated that the Church of God t
their history only back to about 1860 to our
Elder Cranmer, and other brethren formerly
Michigan, and then on through the Seventh
Baptist people, but this is true only accordin
what follows whidh will be willingly conceded.
From Fox’s Book of Martyrs, as well as
er histories, the term ‘‘Baptist”, referring
company of christian people, had its origin :
the term “Ani-baptist” which was applied to »
the world called “Waldenses”, because they
against the most popular mode of baptism,
sprinkling.  This was practiced not only by

-Catholics, but by Luther and his followers, an

practically all of the early reform bodies co
out from the Catholic Church. ' The term “
means against, and because these simple Bible
ple were strongly opposed to sprinkling as a
tismal rite, they were called “Ani-baptists”, w
meant “against baptism™. The trulih of the t
however, was that they were not opposed to
tism, but were “ani” or against what the wor
that time called baptism, and many people eve
day think sprinkling is baptism, when it is no
It is quite true that John the baptizer is ¢
John the Baptist, but nowhere do we find thi
lowers of Christ spoken of as the Baptist Ch
and it would have been just as easy for the
Spirit to have mentioned these early church
the Baptist Churches, as it was for them to t
times be spoken of as the Ohurch of Ged i
New Testament, therefore it is logical as w
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3iblical to conclude that the name Baptist, as ap-
plied to a denomination of Christian people did not
have its origin with John the Baptist, or even wiih
the apostles themselves, when Paul so frequently
addressed the church as a whole, and using the
name Church of God, instead of Baptist Church or
any other tilte. :

As previously explained the term “Baptist” as
applied to a company of christian people had its
origin this side of the reformation, being applied
to the oppusers of “sprinkiing” for us2 ss a bap-
tismal rite, and these who igiwred it, and iebap-
tized their coaveris by immersior being called “Aw
baptists”, and lxler “Bapusis™.

As proof that the term Baptist, as now applied
to the Seventh Day Buptist Chureh did not have its
orizin as such, with John the Baptist, end vwas not
applied to the Waldenses during the 1260 years ol
papal persecution. at least, exclusive of any olier
official title as now, will be willingly admitted by
those best informed in Baptist history.

Our first insizht into the facts of this maiter was
given b our dear brother, Robert B. St.Clair at
the time of our first mczting, when he was maling
a tour ¢f the country in ccmprny  willy the prive:
of Eihiopia.  Lecrnin~ that the Ethiopian chireh
were Szbb-h keepers, and dated their origin frem
sevon hundved vears before Moses, and  aiso that
the called themselves the Church ¢f Christ rnd
C. »rch of God. we hecame the more interested in
tha rame for the church, whereupon Bro. Ct Clair
in‘ormed us that the Seventh Day Baptist Church
2lso called themselves by this title during their
early history in America, and cited e to c-v"nin
books where this statement could be, and later has
been verified as truth.

It is a fact that the denomination known exclis-
ively today as Seventh Day Baptists, have the title
on some of their very old churches in the [ast
“The Church of Christ”, and I have been told by
reliable authority that the name Church of God is
also found even at this late date on some of their
old church houses in the Easiern part of the United
States, and that this title was used for their con
gregations during their early evangelical work in
this country, it being evident from their own books
that the name “Baptist” was not exclusively used
with their people even during the past one hundrea
years. Hence it follows from the foregoing, that
the Church of God does not date its history back
to 1861 and then follow through the Seventh Day
Baptist channels, but rather through that company
of people who held to the same name we hold today
and consequently our history is perpetuated with-
out a break.

. W‘nilg we understand full well that the name
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merit that exalted title divinely given, neiincr ¢
we affirm that Sabbath observance will save
without the other christian attributes, but becau:
of these facts our duty in advocating the truth ¢
the Sabbath is not lessened, neither is our respo
sibility minimized in teaching and practicing t!
truth relative to the church name. We are to gro
in grace and in knowledge, and accept the fulne:
of heaven’s trut!: vevealed in God’s word. ‘

With the hignest regard for the good Sevent
Day Baptist people among whom are many nob’
and consecrated christians whom we love, sti
facts are facts, although stubboin they may b
and without casting any reflection on these peop!
or even that of the S. D. A. denomination, still w
have a divinely given prophecy that “In the las
days some would depart from the faith, refusing t
marry and commanding to abstain from meat
which God created to be used, etc. 1 Tim. 4t
chapter.

This prophecy cannot apply to the Cathol:
Church as some have aitcmpted to apply it, fc
they were not in the faith in the last days or a
any other time; mneither does this prophecy appl
to some insignificant departure of one or two her
and there, but such predictions when noted by hot
vision, refer t0 some general movement of const
quence and significance, therafore we must look fa
it sometime during the period after knowledge be
gan to increase,which ushers in last day conditio

Prior to 1861 there were two Sabbath keepin
bodies of people represented here in America an
through the world, known as the Church of Gc
and Church of Christ, and especially was this ti1t
of the Seventh Day Adventist people between 184
and the above date 1861 for a period of seventew
years.  There were probably a few congresatior
also hoiding to the name Seventh Day Baptists.

In October 1861 the S. D. A. conygany held the
conference at Battle Creek,Mich., a rezord of whic
we have here in our office, contained in thie old vc
ume of the “Review and Herald” for that partice
lar year, and at this meeting their name was s
lected, “Seventh Day Adventist” instcad of ¢l
name Church of Ged, they corrmanded their peop
not to marry, which will be verified by old mmi
ters now living, including Elder R. F. Barton,
Waterbuivy, Vt. and J. J. Kolvoord, Irvindale, Ba
tle Creek, Mich., and others we could give. They :
so cornmanded abstinence from meats which G
created to be received, as well as those not so er
ated, consequently there was a departing from ¢
faith: the true name was dropped; they began gi
ing heed to “old wives fables” and thus were |
to accept other doctrines not Biblical as well, a
Al naen wera o n Aanartine from “the fatih ance del
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ored to the saints’but here were a few here and
there who remained loyal and went forward.
Since that time the breach has been growing
wider and wider from the true faith of Jesus onuce
delivered to the saints, and woridliness has been
aradually crecping in, and we say with regret,
that a large poriion including many of the main
leaders of the Seventh Day Baptist denominutions.

have drifted away from the simple childlike faith

and trust in God and His precious word, until they
are teaching Evolution and socalled “Higher Criti-
cisra” in their colleges and dhurch periodicals. We
are still praying and hoping that by some turn in
provicer.ce they will retrace their steps, and return
to, the Fundamertal vonciples upon which  christi-
anity Is wased.

Those of experience know the danger of the
first dvink; and so it is with any departure from
truth and righteousness, the first step is the vital
one, and others are more easily taken, until b:fore
one comes to their senses there is a great breach
made which is extremely diflicult to recross. It is
just as true with a church as with an individual,
the first step in departing from the faith is the
vital onel and when this danger line is ciossed the
difficuities and dangers multiply and decpen. ‘vins
has been true since that prophetical declaration or
Paul met its fulfillment in 1861, and the true fol-
Jowers of the Lord Jesus Christ “Dcparted from
the faith.” dhoosing another name, on the grounds
of the old familiar story, “It doesn’t make any
difference”, (doctrine of devils,) which had its or-
izin in the Garden of Eden, and is still so repeated-
v used by Sunday observers relative to the true
Sabbath of the Lord.

We trust the reader will solemnly and prayerful-
v consider the foregoing, written as it has been, in
love and good will to all, hoping that God’s pro-
fessed people, whoever, or wherever they may be,
will be found of Him in the last day, a holy pepple
to Le received into the pesence of a Holy God. nnd
who have learned well the lesson, that His ways

. are always best, and His councils will stand.

At somc future time we expect to go more inta
detail regarding the History of the Church of God
with a view of drawing God’s true called out ones
closcr to Him by knowing the trials and persecu-
tions endured by our former brethren, when hold-
ing o the same faith, which was delivered to the
saints in all of its purity and simplicity. Let vs
cach one pray for a closer walk with God and more
of His Holy -Spirit to guide, and more power to
serve. Editor

The book for the children, containing all the

simple stories of the life of Christ, very in-

teresting and helpful. Paper bound 80c, cloth
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- Mrs. Alicc Barton

Prayer has been the mighty power, hus not
moved God, but man. Abraham was a ma:
prayer, angels came down from heaven to coir
with him.  Jacob’s prayer was answered thu
sulted in softening the heart of his brother, J
The child Samuel was given in answer to Han
prayer. Elijah’s prayer closed up th2 hes
three and one half years, again he prayed anc
heavens gave rain. On annther time E
brought fire down on Mt. Carme«l, & oken of ¢
answer to this prayer. Elisha prayad and life
back to a dead child. Many of our children !
are dead in trespasses and sins sn lot us reme
that the God of Elisha still lives.

Look again at Samson; he prayed and
stength came back to him and we se2 him a 'l
slider, still he had power with Gnd. Job pr
and his captivity was turned. Three tioes a
sage came to Daniel in znswer o prayer.
we read that prayer was made without ceasing,
an angel was sent that delivercd Peter. &
see all through the Scrigtur: beiievina prayer.
swered.

It is a most wonderful siudy to go throgh
Bible and learn what happenad while God's pe
were on their knees cailing on His namie. S
the study should streazthen our faith. L
look at Paul and Silas in prison at Phillipni,
Moses and Stepinen whil: at prayer, how God
Light- of heaven shon2 on their faces. We
that Christ prayed to Ilis Futher for evervt
Christ prayed at His baptisn. and we vead ir
John's Gospel of Jesus praying at the grav
Lazarus.

In the 12th chapte- of John, the saddest ch:
of the Bible we see Jesus praying to His Fe
while almost under the s.:.«dow of ithe cross
the iniquities of mankini about to he laid on
and one of His twelve discipias about read)
deny Him, another was to sell Him for t
pieces of silver, all wer=2 to {forsake Him and
His heart was so soirewliul, so heavy, tha
prayed again in the Garid :n of Gethsemane He
in prayer also wher the Greeis desived to see
He cried to/His Foiher in the midst of His a:
We see Jesus praying on the Mount of Transt
ation and God speaking to tHim and we always
our Master’s pravers very short when offer
public. How short tli= publican’s prayer was,
be merciful to ‘ae, « sinner.  Then the pray
the thief on the cross was short, Lord, reme
mo whoen Than snmest into Thv kinedom.
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in side notes, from the ones he has read, and it
wili take considerable time yet, to complete the
Personully, 1 have made a gocd
strony donation to this work, and is all I can do,
now,  Will you also make one? Can you not s:rd
i an oo fering that we may write to this brother
1o eontinue the investigation?

17 some of the funds on hand were appropriutcd
fo. wis work, by the exceutive committee, it would
not be enough to carry it through, and would take
S+ ihe other channels where its use is nceded,
so we appeal to the brethien in general to come to
this need with an offering. We need a pamphlet
ot a book on “The IHistory of the Church of Gsd”,
vhich can be printed, after the investigation is
made and all records revealed. This will atd
great weight, force and  strength to the message,
:;nd we hope the ministers will also get back of it,
and take up offerings among the brethren for the
work. If any funds are left over from the needed
armount in making the investigation, it will be used
in getting out the book, just as soon as possible, to

investieauon

meet the need and demands of the day. Trust-
ing to hear from you. EDITR

Helping The Lord In The Day
of Battle

By W. K. Peteison.

Cuisc ve many, said the angel of the Lord;
curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereef: Lecause
ther came not to the help of the Lord; to the help
{ the mighty Lord. Judges 5: 23.

Ey the waters of Megiddo, a battle raged; The
might of Canaan, led by Sisera, came down upcn
Isvael Israel gathered to defend their land, but the
inhaoitants of Meroz, came not up to help opros:
the invader; Because of this, the angel of the Lord
commanded to curse Meroz, bitterly.

The work of God, is to be carried on through
human ugencies, or messengers. ye are lights, let
vour light shine, says Jesus. The battle azainst
sin is raging fiercely in  these last days. Satan is
huiting forth seas of deception, to engulf the wrri
of God: cveryone who makes a choice of serving
Gaod, is required to do God’s work; to prociaim the
messaze of salvation. TFailure to do so, brings the
curse of God upon the slothful servant. Matt. 25:
2430,

Jesus calls all, who do nothing in His work, un-
piofitable servants.  The human race is under
sentunce of death, a result of disobedience to God,
for sin is transgression of the law, and the wageg
0f =l f+ drath, 1 John 8; 4 Farch, 18: 4, Rom. 6;

*f T 30
THE BIBL[% ADVOCATE

| s = — = 20 o o o cpmt—

23.  Facing death, man needs saving, and Goc o
provided a way of salvation: The efforts of God,
of Jesus and the angels are dirccted to the salvation
of man, but strange to say, man, whese life is at
stake, goes on his way, careless, and ungrateful of
the ef’orts made in his behalf.
The only reason Jesus gave His life, was to open
a way of escape from eternal decath. The only
rcason man dies, is because of disobedience to God,
for the wages of sin is death. The gift of God ‘s
eternal life in the earth made new, by a resurrzec-
tion from the dead, at the last day, wwhen Jesus
~omes to e\'ecute judgment. and reward everv mwn
Rom. 6: 23. John 6: 40. Psa. 37: 29. Matt. 16:
The message of salvation. (God sends to penshmg
man, is the gospel of the grace of God, or the mercy
Ged o‘fers to disobedient humanity, on condition of
repentance toward God, and faith in the atonement
of Jesus on the cross, that He died to satsify the
penalty incured by disobedience. Acts. 20: 24,21.
To repent towards God is to ask His pardon for
disobedience, and pledge oneself to keep his law,
faith in Jesus is faith that his atonement cancels
our past, Rom. 8:24,25. If merey is granted,
and the one to whom it is extended, will obcy God’s
law, thaa the gift of God, which is eternal life, will
be given by Jesus when he comes at the last day.
Salvation from cternal death, is open fo every
mortal person. God desires every human being to
accept salvation, but it must be upon the conditions
God has laid down.  Every person accepting salva-
tion is required to tell his fellow men about it,
for human life is at stake. Failure to do so makes
tl*e sherker guilty of neglect, and a consenting
»rtner in the crime of sin, and the blood of the
smnel lies at the door of the idle servant. Fzek. 3:
7-19. R
So, as with Merog, in the time of need, when
ilves ave at sfake.  God,s curse lies on the slackers
Standing in the closing days of this earth, preceed-
ing the judgment day, there is urgent need for
every effort to be made to save those in sin. God
demands diligent work from his servants. Each one
may riehtly enquire of themsclves. “What can I do
for God ” —
Whether it Ye a word to a friend or neighbor, or
a sermon preached before few or many, everyone
can do something to help save those in sin. No one
need be idle. TFaithful service, earns the reward of
etermal li‘e when Jesus comes. Lot everyone who
loves the Lord, be not as those of Meroz, but ke up
and doing, for to day is the day of salvation. Jesus
soon is coming,and how will he find you?

The pamphleg, R(x.‘xutrentiun of Christ, Which Day
Did it Oceur? ggntrining eleven pages, is ready fop
the public.  Pries postpaid Hats,
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